Will the future of tech companies be based
on your degree or experience?
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A survey conducted by Stackoverﬂow looked at how people working in
Computer Science, App Developer, Web Developer, and Data Analyst
roles have taken less traditional routes to enter the tech industry.
The statistics prove that tech workers are likely to develop their skills in areas other than
university degrees.
75% of tech workers are self-taught
39% of tech workers develop their skills with on-the-job training
43% of tech worker have degrees

COMPUTER SCIENCE
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Do you want to learn about computer science? Try these sites:

Do you want to learn about data analysis ? Try these sites:

Scratched.gse.harvard.edu

eu.udacity.com OR cognitiveclass.ai OR dataquest.io

OR

w3schools.com OR khanacademy.org

WEB DEVELOPER

APP DEVELOPER

Self-taught

69.1%

Self-taught
On the job training

41.2%

On the job training

43.9%

Bachelor/Masters degree

90%

63.7%

Bachelor/Masters degree

19.7%

Do you want to learn about app development? Try these sites:

Do you want to learn about web development? Try these sites:

Udemy.com

HackDesign.org OR TeamTreehouse.com OR Codecademy.com

OR

Udacity.com

OR

Simplilearn.com

Should this be the case? As the tech industry develops more and more people are learning their craft outside of institutions. And let’s not
forget, having a degree certainly isn’t the only way to ﬁnd success in the tech world…
SOURCE: full sources can be found at the bottom of the page.

Degree-free success stories
Some of the most successful tech entrepreneurs found
incredible wealth without even ﬁnishing college or university.
Here are six of the most inﬂuential tech CEOs who took an
alternative path to success.

Mark Zuckerberg
$64 billion
Michael Dell
$28.6 billion
Azim Premji
$21.9 billion
Premji returned to
Stanford at the age of
50 to ﬁnish off his
degree.

Steve Jobs
$10.2 billion
Jobs dropped out of
Reed College to start
Apple in his garage
back in 1974.

Jan Koum
$9.7 billion
Alexa Von Tobel
$100 million
Tobel dropped out of
Harvard Business
School to launch an
online ﬁnancial
start-up, LearnVest.

Dell dropped out of
University of Texas to
pursue his passion for
computers and found
Dell Computer Corp
in 1984.

Zuckerberg started
Facebook at Harvard
for students to match
names with faces in
class.

Koum studied at San
Jose State University.
He left Yahoo in 2007
to start a
mobile-messaging
service, WhatsApp.

LynxPro.com ﬁnds the best talent based on several factors, not just on an education level. The
below research provides a summary of well-paid senior IT contract roles that are in high demand,
and the emphasis is on the skills and experience more than on the education background.

INTERVIEW ROOM

Cyber Security Consultant

£500 - 600

Cloud Engineer

£475 - 550

Senior Data Scientist

£475 - 550

Artiﬁcial Intelligence Analyst

£500 - 600

SOURCE:
https://www.totaljobs.com
https://insights.stackoverﬂow.com

https://www.nytimes.com,
https://www.itjobswatch.co.uk

